MIGHTY MOUSE

JVC THA9 Home theatre system

· You’d be hard put to find a 5 satellite speaker home theatre with DTS under $2499 that can meet all the requirements of today’s DVD movies and other disc based entertainment. Given the fact that nowadays apartment space, budget (and neighbours, too) are serious limitations on such necessities of life, the JVC THA9 fits very well into that little niche of the market.

· This baby gives you an all-in one unit combining a DVD / VideoCD / CD-R / CD-RW / SVCD / VCD with an AM / FM tuner. The unit was easy enough to set up, and even without stands the speakers are small enough to dispose of virtually anywhere in the room. The speaker cables are helpfully labelled. The subwoofer is the power amp, and is linked to the preamp / DVD drive unit with a single custom cable. One little peculiarity is that while connecting you have to close the snap-to flaps of the cable pinions to see which channels are left and right.

· Once I settled into my couch for the test drive, I was reasonably pleased with the layout of the remote, which was a great deal more logical and comprehensive than that of my own DVD player. If you have JVC video and CATV equipment as well, the one remote would be all you need.

· Picture, whether NTSC or PAL, was great. For a test of the soundscape my first choice was Blade Runner. Effects and environment were reasonably placed and accurate for the field if a little heavy on the center channel. The subwoofer also needed muting from default- adequately catered for by a master gain as well as phase switching. Busy soundscapes like Aliens were good, as did prove to be the case with most action / adventure movies I tried. The famous aliens vs humans dogfight in Independence Day is a very good test of separation and spatials, and it’s a tribute to the subwoofer that it didn’t once blink or rattle on the really low frequencies.

· In summary, we’d say that the THA 9 is a great little surround system that’s good value for money. Its silver / brushed steel finish will fit in very well with den and small living room decor, and its servo driven tray and disc transport, complete with flashing blue lamp to warn you when it’s scanning, will certainly add to the drama of the moment!

Features:

· DVD / VideoCD / CD-R / CD-RW / SVCD / VCD with an AM / FM tuner

· DTS and MPEG Multichannel

· 10-bit / 27MHz video D/ A converter

· Audio D/ A converter compatible with 24 bit / 96 KHz

· AV compulink

· Component video out

Price: $2499

PRO:

· Good picture

· Comprehensive remote commander

· Good subwoofer

· CON:

· Dynamics very heavy on midrange

Star rating * * *

(Box)

Please insert contact details

(Web summary:)

Guy Halpe tests this all-in-one home theatre.

(Article summary:)

· Lots of features and value for money, a good all-in-one package.
